
AGENDA 
 Watson Community Asssociation (WCA) AGM 
to be held at 7.30pm Thursday May 16th, 2013  

at Youth With A Mission (YWAM), Zelling St, Watson. 

1. Greetings and Apologies 
2. Minutes of 2012 AGM/General Meeting 
3. Matters arising from 2012 AGM 
4. Treasurer's Report 
5. Appointment of Auditor 
6. Chair's Report 
7. Working group/Subcommittee Reports 

1. Watson Woodlands 
2. Noise (Summernats and EPIC Community Advisory group) 
3. Watson 50th anniversary 
4. Majura Oval 

8. Election of Committee Members 
9. Resolution regarding Watson Oval redevelopment 
10. Other Business 

             ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MINUTES 

Watson Community Asssociation (WCA) AGM 
held at 7.30pm Thursday May 16th, 2013  

at YWAM, Zelling St, Watson. 

Meeting was opened at 7.30pm by Julie Smith (Chair) 
Present: Julie Smith, Richard Larson, Jon Real, Carrie Wright, Matthew Needham, Liz Grace, 
Gillian Helyar, Keith Helyar, Chris Nailer, Barry Price, Jack Palmer, Jane Reynolds. 
Apologies: Chris Bunn, Chris Stanilewicz, Helen Woodbridge. 
Minutes of 2012 AGM. Julie Smith moved they be accepted. Accepted by concensus. 
Matters arising from 2011 AGM:  Nil 

Chair's Report: (see attached file) Julie Smith reported on the activities throughout the last year, 
with more detail to be found in specific reports later. Julie congratulated all those people who 
contributed to the functioning of the WCA throughout her report, as well as extending thanks to 
YWAM for their hospitality this evening. 
Motion to accept the report moved by Richard Larson, seconded by Jon Real. Carried. 

Treasurer's Report Jon Real circulated the financial report and auditor's report, and noted that the 
WCA had a balance of $3197 in the bank by end 2012. In response to a query from the floor about 
the small amount of newsletter donations, Liz and Gillian explained that no one had been following 
up on advertisers for the newsletter, but that they had been phoning and emailing to rectify this. 
Motion to accept the report by Jon Real, seconded by Julie Smith. Carried.  
Appointment of Auditor Motion to reappoint Gethin Constable moved by Jon Real. Accepted by 
concensus. 

Working group/Subcommittee Reports 
 Watson Woodlands from Richard Larson (see attached) 



 Summernats from Gillian Helyar (full text to be published in next Watzon is attached) 
Survey included in last Watzon # 77 attracted 44 respondents, some with very detailed responses. 
Richard has entered all details into a spreadsheet. This, without contact details, are available to 
interested persons, and will be provided to the Summernats organisers. Gillian noted that the tone of 
the meetings was less adversarial than under the previous management. She said the initial report 
was to be in the next issue of Watzon which will be due to be delivered at the end of the month. 
More information will be drawn out over the next months. Some points were that though most 
responses were negative, there were several positive, and several more who found some positive 
aspects. Burnouts were generally noted as detractive, and not all respondents who were generally 
positive to the event noted them as attractive. 
 Majura Oval from Gillian Helyar. 
Money has been approved for the oval and work is due to commence at start of June. The oval 
group has been shown the plans and asked for positioning of BBQ, seats and plantings. One 
concern is that the planned toilet block is far removed from the shops and will be only open during 
times when the oval has been booked for a sporting event so both positioning and accessibility are 
poor for the general public, when the previous WCA toilet survey indicated strong community 
support for a public toilet in close proximity to the shops. The second concern is that the plan does 
not allow for an adequate shared cycle/pedestrian pathway to replace the inadequate pedestrian only 
path along the border of the oval and the school. The oval falls under the portfolio of the 
Department of Sport and Recreation, and the toilets and pathways under the Department of 
Territory and Municipal Services portfolio. See resolution below. 
 Watson 50th anniversary from Julie Smith. 
Seven meetings have been held. Heritage grant application to be put in tomorrow. Julie has done 
this. This is principally for two publications, a brochure and an event. Barry Price has spent many 
hours working on a detailed history which is to be available at the event. The organisers of the 
Parties at the Shops have been very helpful in respect to the event and have been requested to assist. 
It is likely there will be a party on the afternoon/evening of Friday Nov 8, 2013, probably with 
some businesses open to the public the next day. 

Election of Committee 
One written nomination was received each for the position of Chair, Deputy Chair, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and 6 nominations for Committee members. These nominations were all seconded and 
and accepted, and were duly elected to to the positions for which they nominated. 
The results were as follows: 
Chair: Julie Smith 
Deputy Chair: Richard Larson 
Secretary: Gillian Helyar 
Treasurer: Jon Real 
Committee Members: Liz Grace, Chris Bunn, Chris Nailer, Chris Stanilewicz, Carrie Wright, 
Matthew Needham.  

Resolution regarding Watson Oval redevelopment 
Gillian put forward the following resolution (circulated 2 weeks prior to AGM): 
This meeting asks the WCA to write to the Minister or Ministers responsible to raise concerns that 
the Watson oval redevelopment plan as currently proposed fails to respond to this community's 
request for easily accessible public toilets in Watson, and fails to provide for a shared cycle/
pedestrian pathway linking northeast Watson residents to the Watson shops, as part of a network of 
active transport infrastructure from 'The Fair' to the City 



The resolution was seconded by Liz Grace. Passed by concensus. 

Other business 
Richard Larson handed a cheque to the Treasurer from he North Canberra Community Council 
(NCCC) for $1000 as a donation  for our Jubilee activities.  

The meeting was closed at 8.30pm, and followed by a talk about and tour around YWAM with 
Leonie Watts, then supper.  



CHAIRS REPORT 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, MAY 17 2012, WATSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

MAIN ACTIVITIES OF COMMITTEE 
1. Newsletter—Three editions 71-73 (Kimberley, Sarah, supported by Liz, Carrie, Richard, 

Jon, and the distribution team) 
2. Watson Woodlands rehabilitation—working group activities—(Richard supported by 

John and working group members) & The Fair – (Richard) 
3. Kenny submission — submission (John) 
4. Landcare book — manuscript (John) 
5. Local planning issues — (commercial zones) – submission (Richard and NCCC), 

Watson Servo, Carotel … 
6. Summernats/EPIC — attendance at meetings, liaison with EPIC, media and letters to 

editor (Petra/Gillian) 
7. WCA anniversary – meeting held, Facebook page, newsletter items (Gina, Carrie) 
8. Public toilets — survey at Majura Spring Fair showing support (Liz, Gillian) 
9. Community garden – correspondence with TAMS, disappointing outcome (Richard) 

SUBMISSIONS TO GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
11. Watson Medical Centre expansion Commonwealth Government 7 June 2011 
12. Commercial zones policy review ACT government 9 June 2011 
13. Development of Kenny/Throsby Commonwealth Government 29 Feb 2012 

WCA COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD: 
7 meetings (2 June 2011, 31 August 2011, 25 October 2011, 29 Feb 2012, 28 March 2012, 18 
April 2012, 2 May 2012) 

Particular thanks to  
Committee members 
Newsletter team and working group leaders 
Signadou and local business support 
Auditor 

ISSUES FOR 2011 – 2012 
Watson’s 50th anniversary  
ACT Planning/The Fair/ Woodlands/Oval 
Noise (Traffic/Summernats burnouts/Airport expansion) 



Watson Woodlands Working Group 
Progress Report January 2012 to December 2012 

WORKING BEES AND GATHERINGS 
There was one working bee held in May attended by 8 participants. There was a small social 
gathering in November attended by 7 participants.  

JUSTICE ROBERT HOPE PARK  
Apart from working bees, John Briggs, Helen Munro and Richard Larson spent much time planting, 
watering, hand weeding or spraying inside the park. John has also sprayed on the Antill Street road 
verge in an effort to stop African Lovegrass and St Johns Wort from spreading into the park. 
Unfortunately, it appears as if many of the Clustered Everlasting seedlings planted late in October 
2012 have not survived the hot and dry conditions. Well over 150 hours of labour has been spent in 
the reserve by these three people working alone. In April there was an incident when a small team 
of contractors working for ACTEW entered the park with chain saws to clear out any trees and 
shrubs with 10 metres of the power lines. One sapling was removed before we could put a stop to it.  

MT MAJURA NATURE PARK 
A few volunteers associated with the working group have participated in working bees in the nature 
reserve immediately north east of ‘The Fair’ in north Watson. The Watson Community Association 
is involved in Bush on the Boundary meetings. The other parties involved in the Bush on the 
Boundary committee are Friends of Mt Majura (FoMM), the Conservation Council ACT Region 
(Chair), the North Canberra Community Council (NCCC) and the Mitchell Division of the Parks 
and Conservation Service. Meeting have been held between the parties to facilitate environmental 
restoration projects, provide information packs to residents of ‘The Fair’ residential complex, 
community engagement programs for residents, construction of Clancy’s Track, interpretative signs 
and planting events such as National Tree Day in July. Funding for these projects has been provided 
by the Village Building Company through a deed of agreement between the parties.  

WATSON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
The Association presented comments to an EPBC referral on 100 hectares of Yellow Box woodland 
in Kenny. We are pleased to note that an independent consultant’s report on the Gungahlin Strategic 
Environmental Assessment has recommended that 90 hectares of the Kenny woodland and 
associated temperate grassland be preserved in a new nature reserve. This will preserve habitat for a 
large legless lizard population found locally in Kenny. This was the only nationally endangered 
fauna species considered at risk in Kenny. The grassy woodland itself was not singled out as having 
outstanding values because of the degraded understorey.  

WATER QUALITY MONITORING 
Two retention basins in north Watson and two dams in Justice Robert Hope Park were monitored 
throughout 2012. There have been no anomalous results which would raise concerns about water 
quality. It is noted that Red Fin and Gambusia (mosquito fish) have been introduced into the Majura 
Rise dams. The retention basin adjacent to Roma Mitchell Street often goes dry. When it fills, the 
frogs are very vocal. It is a good breeding habitat for them. 

MYNA TRAPPING 
Only a few Indian Myna birds were caught inside Justice Robert Hope Park. One trap was used in 
Mitchell where very thick flocks were observed. Over 50 Indian Myna birds were caught there in 



late December and January. Any reduction in population is good.  

PARKCARE COORDINATORS MEETINGS 
The Woodlands coordinator attends the quarterly meetings of fellow Parkcare Coordinators.  
The meetings are chaired by the Parks and Conservation Service (PCS) and welcome for all 
Parkcare groups to send representatives. The PCS Parkcare Coordinator collates our timesheets, 
creates statistics, and is the link between the service and Parkcare groups. Insurance for our 
woodland Parkcare volunteers is of the many reasons why it is essential that we remain well 
connected to PCS staff. Training courses are offered in such as Chemical Certification, GPS 
technology, Weed Management, Health and Safety operating procedures, and First Aid. Without 
insurance it won’t be possible for us to hold public events in the nature reserve or in our park. 

A LABOUR OF LOVE: Celebrating Landcare in the ACT 
John Briggs kindly donated his time to drafting a segment for the Watson Woodlands Working 
Group featured in the book. The book was officially launched by Simon Corbell, Minister for the 
Environment and Sustainable Development at Tuggeranong Homestead on 19 April 2013. Most of 
the Parkcare groups sent representatives. The Molonglo Catchment Groups, which is our affiliate 
catchment group, was also present. There were a large number of displays. We had a small display 
and took along copies of the Watson Woodlands brochure. 

TRANSLOCATION WORKSHOP 
John Briggs led Australian Network for Plant Conservation participants on a workshop held in the 
Watson Woodland (JRHP) in March. One of John’s conclusions was that there has been mixed 
success in enhancing the populations of local native wildflowers and native grasses in the 
woodland. They are fussy about where they will grow and reproduce – many different planting sites 
need to be trialled to improve the chances of establishing some self-sustaining populations.  

YEAR 1O ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE SAVING OF WATSON WOODLAND and 
launch of updated A RARE PATCH BROCHURE 
The 10th year celebration of the gazettal of Justice Robert Hope Park (Watson Woodland) was held 
at Joey’s Kitchen in the Watson Shops on July 3. Simon Corbell, Minister for Environment and 
Sustainable Development, launched the Watson Woodland A Rare Patch brochure, and announced 
the prizewinning students for their entries in poetry writing or artwork related to the woodland. 
WCA wishes to thank Cedric Bryant, Joey’s Kitchen and Satis Café for their generous gift vouchers 
and Joey for the complementary coffee. The event was covered by The Chronicle in an article on 
July 10, which included the winning poem written by Oliver Martin. 

Richard Larson 
May 15 2013 





Summernats Report for WATZON, May 2013

The Summernats survey that was distributed in the Summer 2012 Issue (number 77), 
elicited 44 responses. Thank you to all who did respond, and for some very detailed 
responses. All of the data has been entered into a spreadsheet, and the job of drawing out 
the useful data is being undertaken. A selected summary follows, but more detail can be 
provided to anyone interested.
We had responses from 2 females in their 20s, and 5-6 people in each decade after this, 
till 4 people in their 70s, with both sexes represented. Respondents were two thirds 
female, one third male. Three quarters of respondents live in the half of the suburb closest 
to Federal Highway and  EPIC, while the remainder were indeterminate in location or live 
closer to Antill St. The majority of respondents never attend Summernats, one goes 
regularly, and a few occasionally.

Some people were away for 2013 event (some because of the event), but commented on 
their previous experiences. Several commented that this year's event was less disruptive 
than usual. (It must be noted that the winds were generally blowing less towards the 
residential areas of Watson than is usual, and the organisers had taken some steps to 
minimise residential impact).

Attractive aspects - about half respondents found some aspects of the event attractive, 
and support for local businesses rated highest (20% of respondents), closely followed by 
the city cruise parade. Only 4 respondents found burnouts attractive.
Detractive aspects - two thirds of respondents found excessive noise, unnecessary air 
pollution and smell, and waste of renewable resources  detractive, and several were 
scathing in their comments. Half of the respondents mentioned antisocial behaviour, such 
as street racing, vandalism and littering as detractive, and some of the strongest 
comments came from those living closest to the event, or along the path of the attendees.
Most respondents answered the questions about leaving home during the event, or inviting 
people over during the event, and about half indicated in the affirmative about each.

Overall, the responses gave a varied representation of residents' opinions from a range of 
ages and from both sexes. They reflect that there is some ambivalence towards 
Summernats, but that there is strong negative impact from the extra noise, air pollution 
and smell, and antisocial behaviour experienced by residents during the event. Further 
analysis will be undertaken by the committee of the results to draw out more information. 

The Summernats organisers will be provided with the material on the spreadsheet 
(containing NO references to contact details). Some people provided extensive comment 
which will also go to the organisers. As the WCA representative during the event, I have 
been encouraged by the organisers' respectful attitude and efforts to make positive 
changes to the event, and evolve it towards a less environmentally and socially 
challenging one. They have expressed interest, rather than upset, about the survey. Thank 
you again to contributors.

Gillian Helyar, May 2013.


