
AGENDA 
 Watson Community Asssociation (WCA) AGM 
to be held at 7.30pm Thursday April 17 , 2016 

at Youth With A Mission (YWAM), Zelling St, Watson. 

1. Greetings and Apologies 
2. Minutes of 2015 AGM 
3. Matters arising from 2015 AGM minutes 
4. Treasurer's Report 
5. Appointment of Auditor for 2016 
6. Chair's Report 
7. Working group/Subcommittee Reports 
 1) Woodlands Group 
 2) Summernats 
 3) Parties at the Shops 
 4) Watzon 
8. Election of Committee Members 
9. Other Business - Q and A session 
10.Close and supper 

             
———————————————————————————————————————— 

MINUTES  
Watson Community Asssociation Inc. (WCA) AGM 

held at 7.30pm Thursday April 17th, 2016 at YWAM, Zelling St, Watson. 

Meeting was opened approximately 7.35pm by Liz Grace (Chair) who thanked YWAM for the use 
of the room and facilities for this meeting. 

Present: Richard Larson, Liz Grace, Gillian Helyar, Keith Helyar, Bev Thomas, Rod Lestone, John 
Briggs, Carrie Wright, Matthew Needham, Leonie Watts, Dan Ong, Jeremy Reading,  Byron Little, 
Fiona Hill-Stein, Jane Reynolds, Jack Palmer, Steve Watts.  

Apologies: Chris Bunn, Julie Smith, Jon Real, Harley Reynolds 

Agenda Change: There will be a guest speaker (arranged at the last minute to replace the planned 
speaker, and then the Q and A session). This will be Jasmin Foxlee from ACT Parks and 
Conservation Service who kindly agreed to step in.  

Minutes of 2015 AGM.  Richard moved they be accepted. Seconded by Leonie Watts. Accepted by 
concensus. 

Matters arising from 2015 AGM:  Gillian reported that there have been two attempts at public 
venues, one (cafe) became unavailable due to ownership change, the other (Canberra Technology 
Park) was difficult due to after hours access. The search continues. 

Treasurer's Report Jon Real tabled his and the auditor's report, and wished the meeting to 
acknowledge Gethin Constable for auditing our accounts again for no charge. Jon noted that the 
WCA had a balance of $5,400 in the bank by end 2015, and noted that the vast majority of 



transactions had been in relation to the Watzon newsletter. Motion to accept the report by Keith, 
seconded by Rod. Carried. Some discussion ensued about the accumulation of funds - as the 
Treasurer was absent, Gillian explained this mainly due to no significant expenditures and more 
diligence in collection of donations to Watzon. Indication that new committee should consider valid 
expenditure. 

Appointment of Auditor Motion to reappoint Gethin Constable moved by Liz Grace. Accepted by 
concensus. 

Chair's Report: (detail in attached file) Liz thanked members of the Committee for support, and 
also thanked the people who have worked on the Woodlands, planning issues, and the Watzon. She 
mentioned the events conducted, and that the website and Facebook have had problems which we 
are addressing now.  
Liz moved that her report be accepted. 

Guest Speaker Jasmin Foxlee arrived and spoke about the works that will happen at Justice Robert 
Hope Park in response to an off-set ruling for the imminent residential development on Negus St. 
This followed a walk through the Park with her and Nina Bunns on 15th March, and John Briggs, 
Richard Larson and Gillian Helyar from WCA (more detail is found in the Woodlands Report). 
Jasmine noted that there will be opportunities for community involvement at various times 
including in a joint conceptual plan within the next few months. Work to be undertaken includes 
rabbit control, weeds control, wood placement for habitat (tree removal from the development site), 
internal fence replacement, support for trial plantings and management already in process, external 
fence replacement enhancing the site.  

Working group/Subcommittee Reports 
 1) Watson Woodlands from John Briggs (detail in attached file). John outlined the progress 
on management as a result of the off-set process (as note above). However some work has 
continued within the Park principally weed control, plantings of wildflowers, fenced protection 
areas, and preparation of seedlings for planting. Most of the work has been done by individuals, 
principally John Briggs, Richard Larson and Helen Munroe. Further encouraging improvement in 
plant and bird biodiversity has been noted. 

 2) Summernats from Gillian Helyar (detail in attached file), and supported by Rod Lestone. 
Gillian and Rod separately attended the feedback sessions. Very little impact on the suburb this 
year, and commendation was given to the organisers for the changes that have been made to lessen 
the impact, and treat our representatives with respect. It was also noted that the weather was 
favourable this year also (particularly in respect to wind not blowing towards the suburb). 

 3) Parties at the Shops 2015  from Gillian Helyar (detail in attached file). Two 
cancellations (5th and 12th) with rescheduling were made in November due to very stormy weather, 
and the Party was finally held on Saturday February 20th from 4-8pm. Considerable momentum 
was lost, many planned activities did not eventuate, the Parties at the Shops coordinator was 
overseas, publicity was severely compromised BUT the weather was fine, and the outcome was 
considered excellent in spite of this. Many attendees gave positive feedback. We had material 
support from the Parties at the Shops program, with money for some music and face painting, 
marquees, tables and other equipment, and good support from local businesses and the community. 
YWAM did a marvellous job yet again with person power, and the BBQ of sausages and 



mushrooms, and Joanie Cornish a marvellous job as MC, and with signage and programming - 
special thanks to these. 

 4) Watzon from Liz Grace. Liz reported that there were 3, not 4, issues last year, mostly as a 
result of the Party taking up considerable energy, and the decision to produce an early 2016 issue to 
advertise the Party. Liz noted further participation was needed for the deliveries as some deliverers 
have relocated, and also acknowledged ACU’s continued support, as well as residents’ efforts with 
distribution.  

Election of Committee 
Ten written nomination were received, all seconded and and accepted. As each of the Chair, Deputy 
Chair and Secretary were prepared to continue in their roles, all were duly elected to these 
positions. Jon Real had indicated that though he had nominated, he would stand aside if another 
would fulfil this role. Others were elected as Committee members. The results were as follows: 

Chair: Liz Grace 
Deputy Chair: Richard Larson 
Secretary: Gillian Helyar 
Treasurer: Carrie Wright 
Committee Members: Leonie Watts, Matthew Needham, Julie Smith, Rod Lestone, Fiona Hill-Stein 
and Dan Ong. 

Other business 
Gillian Helyar moved that $50 be donated to YWAM for the support given for the AGM. Carried. 

The meeting was closed about 8.45pm and followed by supper.


